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Three of the Diocesan Trustees pose with Provincial President, Barbara 

Taylor and our Diocesan President, Vivien Ley, during the Eaton Hall  

Charity Open  Gardens Day.  (Pages 4&5)  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

Left  A very happy occasion!  

A lovely family portrait at the  

wedding of Heather, daughter 

of our Diocesan Secretary 

Dawn Colwell (right)) and  

granddaughter of Joan  

Colwell (left) our Action and  

Outreach Co-ordinator.  

Left   Another happy  

occasion—the “Wednesday 

gang” have a photo stop in 

the marquee at the Cheshire 

Show, where  babies and their 

parents take welcome breaks 

from all the hustle and bustle 

of the show. 200 babies were 

accommodated that day.   

Right Middlewich St Michael & 

All Angels (SMAART) 
took their  handbell ringing talk 
"Making Music with Handbells" to 
St. Luke, Lower Whitley Mothers' 
Union. They are only  a small 
group , but they were very respon-
sive and they all had a go!   
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From the Diocesan President 

I wish everyone 

Peace and Joy 

this coming 

Christmas time.  

 With my love, 

  Viv  

Right    Viv Ley, with the main speaker at the  

Diocesan Council in the summer— our  

Provincial President, Barbara Taylor. Barbara 

told us about  “MULOA” - Mothers’ Union 

Listens, Observes , Acts.   This will be an  

important slogan for actions next year.  She 

also described  some of her other work with 

the team at Mary Sumner House , for  

example trying to make Mothers’ Union  

truly global. A level playing field is being  

created where all countries have an equal 

say getting rid of the slightly “colonial feel” 

which still exists in our  organisation.     
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Eaton Hall – THE fund raising event of the year. 

This was a large undertaking, the likes of which  had not been  previously 

attempted by our Diocese.  Thanks to the expertise of our Fund Raising  

Co-ordinator, Gillian Edwards and the encouragement of our Diocesan  Presi-

dent, Vivien Ley, volunteers came forward to enable us to take advantage of the 

fantastic  opportunity.  

Each Diocesan Trustee who was able to attend on the day 

was given an area to look after – the entry gates,    

refreshments, fund raising stalls etc., with a team of  

volunteers for each.    As the Estate’s railway was also to 

run, there was keen  competition between our Treasurer, 

Will Gibson,  and some enthusiast husbands to gain the  

honour of selling tickets for the rides!   Unfortunately, Derek 

Buckthorpe (Prayer and Spirituality Coordinator) was not 

well enough to join in.   Our Secretary, Dawn  Colwell and 

her mother Joan, (Action and Outreach) were also 

unable to be present  because of an important prior 

commitment – their 

daughter/granddaughter’s wedding!    

However, they  actively  

participated in the preparation for 

the big day beforehand and on the 

Friday, when the stalls were  

assembled, refreshments   

delivered, tombola  prizes and 

tickets prepared  etc.  

The Sunday morning dawned bright and ----- 

well, thanks to many prayers, it wasn’t raining! 

This summer’s weather had not dampened  the enthusiasm of 

 hundreds of  visitors, all keen to explore  the beautiful gardens, visit 

the lovely chapel, the carriage museum and the newly opened  

Military Museum.  

Balloons were inflated... 

 

 Hundreds of  

tombola tickets 

folded... 

Volunteers 

manned 

the gates  
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Visitors paid the gate volunteers  who were all wearing MU T-shirts, and 

went on into the courtyards to be greeted by a sea of blue,  volunteers 

also in T-shirts or tabards, blue cloths on the fund raising  tables and MU 

balloons waving gently in the breeze.  The refreshment tables also bore 

our logo  - on a balloon attached to a blue and yellow –

wrapped  dahlia, each plant  bearing yellow flower  

heads.   From here they  could visit the fund raising 

stalls , guess the name of a very large rabbit,  make  a 

bead  bracelet,  take a spin on the  tombola for a large 

selection of prizes, kindly  donated by members, as well 

as  purchase items from the range of MU goods on the 

Enterprise stalls  and  discover more 

about the work of Mothers’ Union at 

the  information stall,  for example.   

A  favourite venue was the  

refreshment stall, with its  

range of  deliciously wicked-looking 

cakes and  cups  of tea and coffee. It was indeed a 

memorable occasion for all who had  

volunteered; hard, but very   

enjoyable, work, speaking to  people 

from abroad as well as the 

many hundreds from Britain 

and  furthering the cause of  

Mothers’ Union here in  

Chester  Diocese and in its 

worldwide work. 

Our grateful thanks are due to the Duchess of   

Westminster for choosing us to be one of the charities this year and to 

Gillian (pictured right having a well-earned rest, with Provincial President 

Barbara Taylor and Angela Klabou) for putting us forward in the first 

place, then convincing everyone that it would be achievable.   Editor  

 
 

A range of cakes 

was for sale….. 

Behind the scenes in the 

kitchen, volunteers took 

turns to keep a supply of 

clean cups etc. available. 
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  Recently Archbishop George Takeli of Melanesia 

(right) and his wife June visited our Diocese. They had 

been staying in Exeter Diocese and travelled up to 

Nantwich to attend the Annual Melanesian Festival Day. 

The main reason for their visit to the UK was for the  

Archbishop to attend the Primate’s Meeting in Canterbury.  

They were then able to visit schools in Cheshire –June teaches in a Secondary 

School—and meet with Sisters of Jesus Way. So, during this time June stayed 

with us in Chester. She was able to attend Branch meetings in Oxton and  

Altrincham; attend Birkenhead  Deanery Synod; visit Dunham Massey; go 

shopping in Liverpool One; visit Port Sunlight, Rhos on Sea  and the Great 

Orme. She was able to travel up to Edinburgh for The Mothers’ Union  

General Meeting at which she met our World Wide President Lynne Tembey. 

This was very special for her. She was able to attend the Taste of Scotland 

and Ceilidh on the evening before the Meeting and was intrigued by the kilts 

and very energetic dancing by some of the men present. 

They were also entertained by Viv and most of the Trustees at Foxhill. A table 

with examples of our work was displayed, and short talks 

given by some of the Trustees on  AFIA holidays, our work 

for the two prisons in the Diocese, knitting and sewing pro-

jects, the tent at the Cheshire Show, speaker training and 

so on. Perhaps the highlight was the demonstration of 

Joshua, one of our Virtual Babies, (left) who was persuaded 

to give a demonstration of his vocal chords!   Then the 

Archbishop spoke of the work in Melanesia.  He said that, 

as a developing area, there were many great needs and he 

was  extremely grateful for the prayerful support of Mothers’ Union mem-

bers in Chester and around the world. He felt that Mothers’ Union is the   

machine which pulls all the pastoral “strings” together in Melanesia – with-

out that help and support, the strings would be kept apart and the “weave” 

of the final product of a developed, Christian society would not be strong   

A Melanesian visit to Chester Diocese  
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enough.  Some of the “strings” aided by Melanesian members are very  

familiar to us – in particular the Parenting programme. June then added 

more information about Mothers’ Union work on the islands - for example, 

prison visiting and provision of small gifts for children in hospital.   The  

Literacy and Numeracy  scheme is also of major importance,  not only for 

the usually quoted reasons, but also because it is indirectly responsible for 

an improvement in the diet of many people, as mothers can now  read 

about how to produce more interesting and healthy foods for their  

families.   

When asked what her lasting memories of her first visit to the UK 

would be June said that, apart from the cold ,they would be first and  

foremost the lovely people she had met in our diocese. What had 

surprised her most on her arrival was so 

much traffic and the large bridges to  

accommodate this. In many of the islands 

that make up Melanesia, there are only 

rough roads  or tracks and in some not even 

that. Travelling by boat is the only option. It 

has been a privilege to host our Melanesian 

visitors from whom we learnt so much.  Sally Spencer & the Editor  

Welcome to our new  
Members  

St Paul, Helsby  

Rev’d Stephen Smalley  

Irene Dubbale 

Heather Green 

Christine Sutton 

Holy Trinity, Mossley  
Mike Hampton,  
Pat Nicklin. 
Barbara Thwaite  

St Mary, Nether Alderley   

Ann Austin 

St. Peter, Waverton  
with Aldford & Bruera  
Kathleen Tatton 

Christ Church, Wharton  
Sheila Hylands,  Jean Cain,  
Margaret Harris, Sue Henshall,  
Doreen Jones, Linda Jones , 
 Maureen Wade. 
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Nineteen members gathered at St. Paul’s in Strines – the “tin 

tabernacle”, delivered 135 years ago on flatbed trucks behind a 

steam locomotive, to be assembled rather like a modern kit 

from IKEA!   The weather looked a little ominous as we set off , 

however, the clouds kindly passed by and sunshine  

accompanied the group as we walked on, past fields of newly 

cut grass, alongside the River Goyt. Following this, we reached a 

now disused  mill with its large pond 

and huge dovecote on an island in its  

centre.   Father Michael Burgess was 

leading the Prayer walk, focussing 

on five important figures in the Bible and their 

reactions to what God had asked of them.  He 

started with the Queen of Sheba, travelling 

across the desert to gain wisdom from King  

Solomon, then followed on with Miriam , Moses’ 

elder sister, her life inextricably linked with water – putting her brother in 

the river which saved his life, leading the song of victory after the parting of 

the Red Sea and the well which sprang from the earth giving water to God’s 

people on her death.   At the mill pond, the dovecote reminded us of the 

birds sent by Noah to see if the flood had left the earth – his obedience to 

what God had asked of him leading to the promise He would never again 

destroy all creation and foretelling the dove descending at Christ’s baptism 

millennia later.  Then came Daniel’s trust in his Lord to save him from the 

lions’ den and Ruth’s refusal to be distracted from her duty to her mother-

in-law by society’s attitudes to the fact she was a  widow, racially different 

from Naomi and of a different  religion. In their different ways all five had 

trusted in God and so must we, as we journey through this beautiful world, 

enduring good times and bad, relying on His goodness.  In prayers we   

remembered the terrible tragedy of the fire at Grenfell Tower the previous 

day. A sincere thank you to Canon Michael for leading us and to members 

at St Paul for their welcome and hospitality.   Editor 

Macclesfield Archdeaconry Prayer Walk  

Inside St Paul's  

The group at the millpond  
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The Mothers’ Union General Meeting in Edinburgh  

The Meeting began with a service on the Friday evening, which had to be 

held simultaneously in two churches.  St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral and 

the church of St John at the Haymarket end of Princes 

Street. The Cathedral is very large, but it had been very 

quickly filled and the second venue found.  In the  

Cathedral, the service was taken by the Bishop of  

Edinburgh, The Rt. Revd Dr John Armes.  As it was  

Michaelmas Day, the Feast of St Michael and All Angels, 

the service naturally reflected this theme.  The Bishop 

spoke about them, archangels in particular, telling  

members that we should be like Gabriel, prepared to give messages of 

good news – not necessarily in easy situations, but often in difficult ones. 

We need to be like St Michael, the warrior, defending the defenceless 

wherever we encounter them and like Raphael , with his ministry of  

healing, both physical and spiritual.  The Cathedral choir sang the Festival 

Evensong – treble voices, both girls and boys, soaring up into the roof 

space - a wonderful sound.  

The meeting itself took place in the impressive International Conference 

Centre, a modern building with all necessary facilities for large events.  

Bishop John led us in worship, giving a short homily on the theme of our 

meeting – “Peace and Reconciliation” .  He exhorted us not to label people 

as in  supermarkets.  Some labels are annoying  “ Peanut butter—may con-

tain peanuts” , others, like those on the apples , visible and with some 

effort removable,  but it’s the invisible labels we stick onto others which are 

frequently the first steps on the road to bigotry, 

which we must avoid at all costs. These are ones 

like “immigrant”, “asylum seeker”, “Muslim” etc. 

unspoken assumptions which can do lasting  

damage .   

Our Worldwide President, Lynne Tembey  told us 

of some of her personal highlights from last  
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 year’s  140th anniversary.  She was particularly touched at being able to lay 

flowers on Mary Sumner’s grave in Winchester Cathedral after the  

service there. She introduced members visiting the meeting from Uganda, 

the Solomon Islands, New Zealand  and Australia.   She told us that a new  

constitution fit for the twenty-first century will be introduced next spring,  

said more about MULOA, which our Provincial President Barbara Taylor had  

mentioned at summer’s Diocesan Council.   A new website will also be up 

and running next year, which should be easier to use and be kept more up 

to date.  

Beverley  Julienn, our CEO, mentioned how she had fulfilled her 2016 

pledge of talking about her own faith journey in her own church and at the 

church where she was married.  She had not found this an easy pledge to 

keep, but was pleased that she had managed it. She was happy to report 

that, although the number of members is still falling, the rate of decline has 

reduced from 6% to only 3% annually, which she found very encouraging.   

Available by Christmas will be 10 resources to help us “Walking in Mary 

Sumner’s footsteps” – the theme for 2018 – 

there’s much to look forward to. She  

concluded by showing us slides, amongst 

other projects, of  the impact that the  

Literacy and Financial Education programme 

has had in South Sudan, a tremendous  

success story (left) and of how the 

 Archbishop of Canterbury is so supportive 

of our work -   he has said  that we are “ the heart and love of the Church”. 

This led neatly to the introduction of the keynote Speaker, Canon Sarah 

Snyder,  who is The Archbishop’s Advisor for Reconciliation.  She too, is  

really inspired by the work of Mothers’ Union.  Compromise is essential in 

all relationships- she said  it is quite possible to disagree in love.  Restoring 

what has been broken impacts on all of God’s creation.  She mentioned the 

“ministry of the tea urn” – Mothers’ Union providing welcome hospitality. 

She reminded us of the story of Abraham in the Bible, where, on seeing a  
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small cloud on the dusty horizon, promptly  

arranged proper hospitality for those people who  

were coming.  He did not know if they would be  

enemies or friends, but welcoming strangers was  

part of his service to God.  Like him, we must be 

ambassadors for God too, helping all on their journey  

through life.  

Jesus told us “to love our neighbours as ourselves” –  

not just if they happen to be nice, but even if they prove to be very  

difficult!  We can easily love the child, but not its behaviour, for example. 

We must also remember that part of Christ’s injunction is to love ourselves.  

We must not forget this, even if we feel unworthy of God’s love at times, 

we must not forget that ALL are worthy of His love.  Loving our enemy, she 

said, is not condoning wrongdoing; we have all sinned and fallen short of 

God’s standards, as we create walls to keep people  and areas of our lives 

apart.  Her talk to us was truly inspiring, helping us to see how reconciling 

people  to each other produces in us all the fruits of the Holy  Spirit.  

The meeting concluded with the news that the next such occasion will take 

place in Swansea on 17th and 18th September 2018 which will celebrate the 

many achievements of the current Triennium and with another short  

service, which included the beautiful Gaelic prayer  “Deep peace of the  

running wave to you….. ” during which each person present raised their 

hand, looked towards the four corners of the room and thus the earth, in 

turn.    Editor 

June Takeli, wife of the  

Melanesian Archbishop, 

(see page 6) joins most of 

the other members of 

Chester Diocese present.at 

the Meeting.    
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Local author  raises funds for MU   
Judy Ford, is an MU  member, a part-time lecturer in the Mathe-

matics Department at the University of Chester.  She is a  Methodist Local 
Preacher and Secretary of the Parochial Church  Council in the small village 
in Cheshire where she lives with her  husband and devotes her remaining 
working hours to her writing. So far, she has completed eight novels, each 
featuring the eccentric  academic, Bernie Fazakerley, and her friends from 
the Police Service.  She takes her books to events such as Garden parties 
etc, where, for any book she sells, she donates £1 to Mothers’ Union funds. 
She  learned about the MU through Gill Gilbert’s having taken an interest 
in her writing and becoming her chief proof-reader. Judy  became an MU 
member in May this year.  Her latest book  “Sorrowful Mystery”, is         
dedicated to Mothers’ Union.  It involves three young mothers who take 
their infants to an Oxford park, but only two of the babies return home. Six
-week-old Abigail goes missing from her pram, the race is on to find her 
before she comes to harm. Who would want to steal a baby girl? And why? 
Are other children in danger? Is Abigail’s distraught mother as innocent as 
she appears?  Judy says "This book explores several issues around mother-
hood and attitudes towards mothers, so it seemed appropriate to dedicate 
it to the Mothers' Union" and "I've been struck by the absence of religion 
in so much of modern fiction. I hope that my books help to redress the   
balance by showing that people of faith are not irrational or out-of-date."     
From information supplied by  Mary Sprackling and Judy Ford  

More handbell music!  The Gaws-

worth Belles, who include many MU 

members, recently celebrated their 

first birthday . 

A busy sales table at this  summer’s 

Diocesan Festival.  
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Our Chaplain writes…... 

Adios, Adieu and farewell! 

My three years as Diocesan Mothers’ Union Chaplain seems 

to have whizzed by. I have really appreciated being part of 

this special  network of God’s family across the Diocese 

(indeed, across the world!), and have enjoyed singing and 

speaking at many branch meetings from Wharton to  

Wybunbury, from Neston to Nether Alderley! 

I step down as Chaplain at the end of December, and then retire from my  

parishes of Whitegate and Little Budworth at the end of July 2018. Originally 

from Essex, I was  ordained in Bradford Cathedral in 1979 and have ministered 

in the North of England ever since. Now is a time to count my blessings and to 

prepare for a new stage of life as a disciple of Christ. For me, this will involve  

having more time for my family, including my wife, Barbara, and our two  

grandchildren, Isaac and Jocelyn. 

Guarding time together 

The Mothers’ Union maintains its focus on Christian family life, and for that I 

am very grateful. Families are under pressure today like never before, and it is 

increasingly difficult to find enough time to spend together. Children, as always, 

need to know that they are loved; then they can grow and develop - physically, 

mentally and spiritually. It is so easy to fall into the trap of falling into line with 

the priorities of society around us, and to give in to the insistent demands of 

our work or our smart-phones. These have their place, but strong family rela-

tionships require quality time and effort. Likewise, if God is to be a priority for 

us, then our time with Him at home and at church, needs a bit of thought and 

planning. 

Mutual encouragement 

The “Union” side of M.U. is so important. In our branches I have seen first-hand 

the boost that members get from belonging to a positive and God-centred  

organisation.  Whether it be chatting together over a cup of tea, engagement 

on a Mothers’ Union project, or coming together for a Festival Service in the  

cathedral, the mutual love and support among us all is so tangible and evident.  
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Even those unable to be present in person are included through Indoor 

Members, and our patterns and waves of prayer take us to every corner of 

the globe as we remember Link Dioceses, and share 

news and information to keep us tuned in and spiritually 

alert. 

Keep shining! 

Next August, Barbara and I will be moving to  

Flamborough on the Yorkshire coast. It has a  

lighthouse there which is both strategically placed and 

well-used It has saved many a ship from coming to grief 

on the rocky coastline. It warns of danger and it helps sailors get their  

bearings. May Christ continue to be our light in the darkness and the fog  

when we wonder if we can find our way forward. May his light shine 

through us to others. Don’t underestimate the wattage and effect that the 

Holy Spirit can bring. Value each other as Mothers’ Union members,   

because the faith and fun you share will enable you to shine out with all the 

radiance and joy of our risen Lord.    Yours in Christ       Chris 

Gillian is still busy fund raising!      
    After the huge success at Eaton Hall, our 
    Fundraising and Communications  
    Coordinator, Gillian Edwards, carried on fund 
    raising and recently completed the  
    Manchester Half  Marathon in 2 hours 36 
    minutes.  Gill writes; “ In my anxiety at  
    turning 40, I decided that I was going to  
    complete a half marathon so I registered for 
    the Manchester Half  Marathon. Some of you 
know that I absolutely HATE  running and indeed any form of sport, 
how anyone can find it enjoyable is beyond me. The motivation of 
fundraising for my  fabulous charities- Alzheimer’s Research UK 
and  Mothers' Union kept me going. Thanks so much everyone for 
your sponsorship; I raised approximately £200 for Mothers' Union. 
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Around the Diocese….. 

Right  An annual event is  

enjoyed by members  from several 

Branches in the Macclesfield  

Archdeaconry , who attended 

Holmes Chapel Branch's  

Strawberry Tea,  raising £459 for 

the ‘Summer of Hope' appeal.   

 The rabbit at the centre of the Guess the 
name fund-raiser at Eaton Hall, Hazel, is 
presented by Susan James of Ellesmere 
Port Branch to Caroline Walker, who was 
visiting from Norfolk.    

Pamela and Delwyn Price recently cele-

brated their Diamond wedding.  They 

were married at their home church,  St. 

Mary, Builth Wells, Powys in  August  

1957 . Pamela is a member of M.U. at St. 

Michael’s and All Angels, Bramhall.  

St Mary’s Nantwich celebrated their 

125th anniversary with a Deanery Service 

and Celebration Tea and the awarding of 

long service certificates to ten members. 

Viv Ley, Diocesan  President, awarded 

the certificates and cut the cakes. Ellen 

Matthews, a member for 50 years, gave 

a short talk about her experience of MU.  
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Calendar 2017     Theme:  Faith in Action   

 Saturday 18th November  Diocesan Council, St Johns Church Centre,   
                Hartford, followed by a faith lunch  

Proposed Calendar 2018   Theme “Walking in Mary   
         Sumner’s footsteps “ 
Thursday 15th February , Trustees meeting   Daresbury  
Tuesday  20th February   MUM cut off date 
Monday 9th April    Lady Day (as Palm Sunday is 25th March) 
Tuesday 15th May   Trustees meeting, Daresbury  
Thursday 31t May  Diocesan Festival   St George,  Stockport  11.30am  
18th – 20th May   Wave of Prayer  
1st – 2nd June    Big Church Day Out at Capesthorne Hall 
Tuesday 12th June  MUM cut off date 
Saturday 30th June  Proposed Diocesan Council, Hartford  
19th – 20th June  Cheshire Show  
Thursday 9th August  Mary Sumner Day  
Thursday 13th September Trustees meeting , Daresbury  
Tuesday 6th  November Trustees meeting     
Tuesday 30th October MUM cut off date  
Saturday 17th November Proposed Diocesan Council, Hartford 

From the Editor  Copy for the next edition should be   

with the Editor, Judith Dewdney by  

Tuesday 20th February 2018 
30 Henbury Rise, Henbury, Macclesfield SK11 9NW 

Tel.  01625 439753   E-mail judith.torview@gmail.com   

Mothers’ Union Diocesan Office    

 9 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU 

E mail:    mothersunionchester@care4free.net   Tel:  01244 400491 

      Diocesan website    www. mothersunionchester.co.uk 

The two most important muscles which operate without the direction of 

the brain are the heart and the tongue.     Anon  


